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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
Summer is a time that should find us looking forward to reading and remembering a good book can be fun as well 
as informative. Berkley Street and B.F. Gibbs Elementary School faculty members encourage all students and their 
families to engage in reading together this summer by exploring literature of all kinds. Research has shown that 
students who read during the summer months retain more learning, enhance literacy skills developed throughout 
the school year, and move into the new school year more prepared than students who do not engage in reading. 
Creating a habit of lifelong reading is one of the greatest gifts we can give our children. Establishing this habit 
early and nurturing it throughout their school years is critical to their success. 
 
We encourage students to build time during the day to read independently. By encouraging students to read 
independently, we support the goal of creating lifelong readers.  Our district mission is for all students to engage 
in reading for enjoyment for a minimum of 20 minutes each day this summer. 
 
We want students to pursue reading for enjoyment and encourage it through a wide selection of quality books. 
For this reason, we have developed a suggested summer reading list of faculty recommendations that provides 
something for every interest. The list is comprised of award-winning titles, various genres, timeless classics and 
popular brand-new titles. Each grade level provides an opportunity to support comprehension through writing in 
response to reading in a Reader’s Response log. We ask that each student (or parent for incoming K-1) maintain a 
brag sheet of all the books he or she reads during the summer and submit it to the classroom teacher in 
September. Students are encouraged to read all different genres and forms of written expression including 
newspapers, magazines, fiction, historical fiction, biographies, non-fiction and poetry. There is no limit to how much 
a student can read this summer- just read!   
 
Your support in promoting literacy skills at home is especially critical during the elementary years. We hope your 
family has a wonderful time enjoying many great books this summer! 

Mrs .  Chr i somal i s               Ms .  Caputo                   Mr .  Dav ie s  
Pr inc ipa l  –  Berk ley      D irector  of  E lementary Educat ion      Pr inc ipa l  -  G ibbs  
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The following includes teacher-recommended books for third-grade students: 
 
Frog and  Toad Ser ie s  by Arnold Lobel (Level K) 

Frog and Toad are always there for each other - just as best friends should be. From sledding in winter to 
eating ice cream on hot summer days, these two friends have fun together the whole year round. 

 
Ready  Freddy  Ser ie s  by Abby Klein (Level K) 

A chapter book series that captures all of the humor, drama, and excitement that kids will recognize in 
their own lives. 
 

Nate  the  Great  by Marjorie W. Sharmat (Level K) 
With help from his friends, his trusty dog Sludge and a few pancake pick-me-ups along the way, Nate the 
Great uses smarts and smiles to solve the most baffling mysteries that could ever befall a kid in 
elementary school. 

 
The Wr ight  Brothers  by George Shea (Level K) 

Up, up, and away! When Tom Tate hears that Wilbur and Orville Wright are building a flying machine, he 
can't wait to try it. Tom's dad thinks it's dangerous. Some people think the Wrights are crazy. Can Tom help 
the brothers get their dream off the ground? 
 

A G ir l  Named He len  Ke l l er  by Margo Lundell (Level K) 
After a severe illness, Helen Keller is left blind and deaf. Her parents are devastated and eventually hire 
Anne Sullivan, a teacher from a school for the blind, to help her live in the world among other sighted and 
hearing children.  
 

Amel ia  Bede l ia  by Peggy/Herman Parish (Level L) 
Amelia Bedelia is hired as a maid for the wealthy Rogers family. Despite meaning well, Amelia cannot seem to 
do anything right because she does not understand the vernacular used by her employers. 
 

Cam Jamsen  Ser ie s  by David A. Adler (Level L) 
Cam Jansen is a detective with a photographic memory. Together with her friend Eric, she solves every 
mystery that comes her way. 
 

Miss  Ne l son  by Harry Allard (Level L) 
When their teacher has to go away for a week, the kids in Room 207 plan to "really act up." But their 
hijinks are soon quelled when the dreaded Viola Swamp makes an appearance! 
 

 



D inosaur  Days  by Joyce Milton (Level L) 
This is a brief and simple description of the various kinds of dinosaurs that roamed the earth 
millions of years ago. 
 

Hungry ,  Hungry  Sharks  by Joanna Cole (Level L) 
This introduction to sharks tells about different kinds of sharks, and facts on their food consumption and 
innumerable teeth. The text makes clear that few sharks eat people and that sharks come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes. 

 
St ink  by Megan McDonald (Level M) 

The pesky little brother in McDonald's popular Judy Moody series gets his own series written for a 
younger audience. Stink is the smallest second-grader in his class, but has one of the biggest 
imaginations, which he puts to work designing his own comics. 
 

Judy  Moody by Megan McDonald (Level M) 
True to her name, third-grader Judy Moody has a mood for every occasion. McDonald's witty writing 
captures the pleasures and challenges of childhood, and readers will find Judy herself funny and realistic. 

 
Ba i l ey  Schoo l  K id s  by Marcia T. Jones and Debbie Dadey (Level M) 

This best-selling chapter book series is great for children who love mythical adventure stories. Kids will 
love guessing whether characters are vampires, ghosts, dragons, and other creatures. 

 
Al i ens  for  Breakfast  by Stephanie Spinner and Jonathan Etra (Level M) 
 Finding Aric, an intergalactic special agent in his cereal box, Richard joins in a fight to save Earth  

from the Dranes, one of whom is masquerading as a student in Richard's class. 
 
Choco late  Touch  by Patrick Skene Catling (Level N) 
 A title first published in 1952 recounts the trials and tribulations of a greedy boy's predicament  

when everything John Midas touches turns to chocolate. 
 
Amber  Brown Ser ie s  by Paula Danziger (Level N) 
 She may not be a crayon, but Amber Brown is certainly blue over the fact that her best friend,  

Justin Daniels, is moving away. What's making it even harder is that he won't talk to her about how he 
feels. 

 
How To Be  Coo l  In  The  Th ird  Grade  by Betsy Duffey (Level N) 
 When Robbie York is marked as a target by a bully at school, he decides that the only way to survive  

the third-grade is by being cool 
 

I  Surv ived  Ser ie s  by Lauren Tarshis (Level N) 
Each book in the series tells a terrifying and thrilling story from history, through the eyes of a boy who 
lived to tell the tale. 
 

Th ird-Grade  Detect ives  by George E. Stanley (Level N) 
 Todd, with the help of his third-grade classmates, helps solve many mysteries. 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reader’s Response 
 

Writing in response to reading is an integral part of understanding ideas in literature. Through the use of a response log, students can 
ask questions about what they read, respond to characters’ decision-making skills, make connections to their own lives, and make meaning 
for themselves.  
 

A l l  students  are encouraged to complete a Reader ’ s  Response  log .  
 At least 6  t imes  th i s  summer ,  students  should  se lect a prompt be low (one from each domain )   

and wr ite  an or ig inal  response .  These  wr itten responses  may be  from d ifferent books .  

1.   Explore how the main character changed throughout the story. 
2.   Describe an interesting or important character in your book. 
3.   Write a letter to a character in the book or a letter from one character to another. 
4.   Compare two characters in the book to each other by describing their similarities and their  
     differences. 
5.   Describe places where the author gives good descriptions of the characters, setting, problem,  
     or solution. 
6.   Write a diary entry in the voice of a character in your book. 
7.   Compare a character in your book to a character in another book you have read. 
8.   Describe what you notice about the illustration.  What purpose do they have? Do they add to 
     the story? 
9.   Describe in details the setting of your book and how it fits into the story. 
10.  Draw a picture of the climax of the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.  Based on the title, what do you think the book is about? 
12.  How do you think the story will end? 
13.  Which character do you think will change the most by the end?  Why? 
14.  How do you think this conflict will be resolved? 
15.  Draw a picture of what you think will happen next. Describe it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16.  How is this book similar to another you have read by this author? 
17.  Create a Venn diagram that compares the setting of this story with the area where you live. 
18.  What advice would you give a character in this book?  Why? 
19.  What character would you most like to be?  Why? 
20.  Describe a character’s personality trait that you’d like to possess.  Why do you like this 
trait? 
21.  Explain how the book reminds you of yourself, people you know, or of something that happened       
     in your life. 
22.  Explain how the book reminds you of other books, especially the characters, events, or setting. 
23.  How have you changed after reading this book? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24.  Why do you think the author chose the opening line? Did you like it? Why or why not? 
25.  Write about your favorite part of the book and why it was important to the story. 
26.  Who is your favorite character? Why? Draw a picture of this character. 
27.  What do you think is the most important scene in the book? Why? 
28.  How would a different setting affect the story? 
29.  Was the cover design effective? Did it make you want to read the book? Create a new cover     
     design for this book. 
30.  Did you like the ending of the book? How would you have liked it to end? Rewrite a new ending     
     for the book. 
31.  Write a question you would like to ask the author. How do you think he or she would respond? 
32.  Do you agree with the point the author is making? Why? 
33.  Do you like the ending of this book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell? 
 

 

Domain 1: 
Story 

Elements 

Domain 2: 
Prediction 

 

 

Domain 3: 
Connections 

 

Domain 4: 
Opinion 



Ut pulvinar 
elit et 
augue. 

 

 
 

Domain 6: 
Evaluation 

Domain 5: 
Language 

 

34.  Copy a sentence from the book that you think is well written. Why do you like this sentence?  
35.  Find examples of figurative language in the text. Write them down. 
36.  List five words from the book that you find interesting or unfamiliar. Write their definitions  
     (use a dictionary for help). 
37.  Describe the author’s craft: What was good about the authors writing? What things might you 
     try to do in your own writing that you learned from this author? 
38.  Describe how the author makes you feel through their writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

39.  Did you enjoy the book? Why or why not? 
40.  What didn’t you understand in the text? 
41.  Would boys and girls enjoy this book equally? Support your reasons. 
42.  Would you like to read more books by this author? Why or why not? 
43.  Do you think the author chose a good title for the book? Why or why not? 
44.  What did you learn about the time in which the story took place? 
45.  Write about an important lesson that was learned in the story. 
46.  Would you recommend the book to another reader? Explain why or why not. 
47.  Describe what you would change about the book if you could rewrite it. 
48.  Explain what you want to remember about this book and why. 
49.  Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 
50.  Make a list of “lingering questions” you have after finishing the book. 
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Reader’s Response Log 
 

Reader’s Response Log 
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Reader’s Response Log 
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Title 
 

Date 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 Reader’s Brag Sheet 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Practice skip counting 
by 100 and 1000. Start 
at 25, 89 and 250. Which 
one was the hardest? 

 

Tell 3 other names for 
the numbers 30, 75, 118. 
And 200. Remember name 
collections! 

 

When you get a 
watermelon from the 
grocery store, guess 
how much it weighs. 
Check your guess at the 
produce scale or the 
label. How much would 2 
weigh? 

 

Look at the clock. What 
time will it be in 90 
minutes? 45 minutes? 
Three hours? How many 
hours of daylight 
today? 

 

Name two 3-digit 
numbers with an 8 in the 
tens place. Name two 4-
digit number with 8 in 
the tens place. 

 

If there are 50 ears, 
how many people are 
there? If there are 80 
ears? 100 ears? How 
many ears on 200 
people? 

 

Use your number grid. 
Point to a number and 
start counting by 200’s 
from that number. How 
far can you get in one 
minute? 

 

Grab a handful of coins. 
How much money do you 
have? Make some 
exchanges so you have 
fewer coins? If I added 5 
quarters to your coins, 
how much do you have 
now? 

 

Write 4 number models 
where the sum is 125. 

 

If you have 36 cookies 
and 9 friends coming 
over, how many will they 
each get? How about 45 
cookies? Draw a picture 
or use counters if you 
need them. 

 

If you have 18 toys and 
you want to sell half, 
how many will you sell? 
If you can sell each for 
$0.50, how much money 
will you make? 

 

Predict how many 
minutes it will take to 
eat your dinner. Write 
it down. Now, time 
dinner. How long did it 
take? What was the 
difference between your 
prediction and the time 
it really took? 

 

If the rule is x 25, the 
input is 3. What is the 
output? Try with other 
input numbers. 
 

Rule In Out 
x25 

 
3   

 

Look around inside and 
outside. Can you find 5 
geometric shapes or 
words? Draw them and 
label them. 

 

How many wheels on 10 
skateboards? 3 
skateboards? 8 
skateboards? Make a 
picture if you need help 
or use the Multiplication 
Diagram. 

 

Write the multiplication 
and division fact family 
for 2, 8, and 16. How pick 
3 numbers and write 
another note. 

 

Tell today’s date. What 
date will it be on 
Friday? How about in 
one week? In 3 weeks? 

 

Tell a number story 
that has an answer of 
225. 

 

Write 4 number models 
where the sum is 900. 

 

You have 5 quarters, 12 
dimes, 3 nickels and 8 
pennies. How much money 
do you have? Can you 
show it using fewer 
coins? Bills? 

 

 

 

JULY 
2018 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Write fourteen 
thousand five hundred 
thirty five in digits. 
What digit is in the 
hundreds place? Circle 
it. Put an x on the digit 
in the thousands place. 
 
 

 

How many cups in a 
pint? How many pints in 
a quart? How many 
quarts in a gallon? 
Write this down. Which 
container has the 
largest volume? 

 

You have a $10.00 bill. 
Spend $4.75 on ice cream 
and $0.50 on water. How 
much change will you 
get? 

 

Draw an array to solve. 
8 starfish per row. 6 
rows. How many starfish 
in all? Write a number 
model for this array. 

 

Skip count by 1000. How 
high can you count? 

 

How many quarters 
make $10.00? How many 
dimes make $10.00? How 
many nickels make 
$10.00? How many 
pennies make $10.00? 
 
 

 

Get a yardstick or 
meter stick. Make 5 
jumps. Measure them. 
Write down your jumps. 
Find the range. 

 

If school starts on 
September 8, how far 
away is that? Use a 
calendar to count the 
days. How many weeks is 
it? 

 

Both baseball teams 
score 6 runs in the first 
inning and 3 runs in the 
second inning. The 
Yankees score 4 more 
runs in the third inning. 
How many runs did the 
Yankees score? 

 

How many wheels on 3 
unicycles, 4 bicycles, and 
5 tricycles? If you added 
3 more bicycles, now how 
many wheels are there? 
Draw a picture if you 
need help to solve. 

 

Draw five things you 
have seen this summer 
that have a line of 
symmetry. Can you look 
around and draw 2 
things with more than 
one line of symmetry? 
 

 

August is the eighth 
month of the year. How 
many months until the 
end of this year? How 
many months in one 
year? How many in 2 
years? 3 years? 

 

Predict how long it will 
take to wash your face 
and brush your teeth, if 
you do a good job. 
Write it down. Now, do 
it. Time it. Write down 
the minutes and find 
the difference. 

 

Solve: 
 
9 + (8 – 5) = 
12 – (6 + 5) = 
(18 – 10) + 5 = 
16 – (5 + 8) = 
 

 

16 ice cream cones. 5 
children. How many do 
they each get? Are 
there any remaining? 
Make a picture if you 
need help. 

 

How many degrees 
Fahrenheit is it today? 
Is it warmer or cooler 
than yesterday? Will 
tomorrow be warmer or 
cooler or the same? 
 
 

 

Write a multiplication 
and division fact family 
for 6, 5 and 30. Practice 
your fact triangles for 
5 minutes. 

 

I wake up at 7:15. I eat 
45 minutes later. What 
time is it now? I go for 
a swim lesson at 2:00. 
How many hours after 
breakfast is it? 

 

What is the length of a 
table in your house? 
Will you measure it in 
inches or feet? Why? 
Now measure the 
perimeter of your bed. 
Is it larger or smaller 
than the table? 

 

I have 15 pennies to 
share between each 
child. Each child will get 
1/3. How many will they 
each get? How many 
pennies are there in 
2/3’s? How many pennies 
in 3/3’s? 

 
 

AUGUST 
2018 



 

 

 
 
We are delighted to inform you about onl ine  learn ing opportunities that will provide your 
child with access to powerful, skill-specific practice designed to help reverse summer learning 
loss.  
 

   
  

 

 

Summer Skills Sharpeners 

     Camp Wonderopol i s  is a free online  
     summer-learning destination that’s full of fun,  
       interactive  STEM and literacy-building topics 

boosted by Maker experiments! Keeping kids and their families learning together throughout the 
summer and out-of-school time, Camp Wonderopolis can help build vocabulary, background 
knowledge in science, reading comprehension, critical thinking, and other literacy skills along the 
way. Check out https://camp.wonderopolis.org/ to find out more! 

Dreambox Learn ing i s  a  K-8  d ig ita l  math program that 
studies have found to raise student achievement and better prepare 
children for future success. Students have already been using Dreambox 
Learning in school this year. Our students can access Dreambox Learning 
from any computer, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week over the summer too. 
Students can access their account through their 2018-2019 homeroom 
teachers’ class name, student name, and then their picture password for 
grades k-2 or passwords for grades 3-5. Use the following links to 
access Dreambox Learning for your home school.  
For GIBBS: https://play.dreambox.com/login/nn7g/6sd6  
For BERKLEY: https://play.dreambox.com/login/nn7g/yd52  

 
Summer of Read ing ! !  Check out all the great e-services available 
to you from the New Milford Public Library.  Students must have 
their free New Milford Public Library Card to access these services. 
Need a library card?? Click here to APPLY FOR A CARD ONL INE !   

Once you have your library card you can access OverDr ive , which 
provides you access to 20,000+ eBook and eAudiobook collections on 
any computer.  OverDrive also offers a reading app - L ibby .  Libby is 
the new easy-to-use app for downloading OverDrive eBooks and 
eAudiobooks. OverDrive and Libby are available through the App 
Store, Google Play, & Microsoft — including Kindles! Visit this link for 
more information: OverDrive eBooks and eAudiobooks 


